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Call to worship
Hymn: 
20 STF – Be still, for the presence of the Lord OR
552 STF – Here am I, Lord
Opening Prayers
The Lord’s Prayer
All Age Talk
Hymn:
504 STF – May the mind of Christ my Saviour OR
77 STF – Give thanks to the Lord, our God and King 
Readings: Psalm 111; Ephesians 5:15-20; John 6:51-58
Hymn:
55 STF – Immortal, invisible, God only wise OR
355 STF – Jesus, lover of my soul 
Reflections on the readings
Hymn:
78 STF – Give thanks with a grateful heart OR
500 STF – Happy are they who find the grace
Intercessions
Offering / collection
Blessing the offering
Hymn:
545 STF – Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart OR
415 STF – The Church of Christ in every age
Blessing
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Call to worship 

God is here, as we, God’s people, gather to praise, to pray and to reflect. 
Move amongst us, by your Spirit, that we might see your Kingdom come, your will be 
done. 
Amen.  1

Hymn: 
20 STF – Be still, for the presence of the Lord OR 
552 STF – Here am I, Lord 

Opening Prayers 

Faithful God, we are thankful for the example of Jesus who showed us how we 
should live in this world.  

Thank you that when we feel overwhelmed by all that life brings to us, you invite us 
to rest in you. We give thanks to you for your compassion and love to all who feel 
like sheep without a shepherd, and for whom the brunt of life’s disappointments 
weighs heavy.  

Help us too, so that we could offer compassion to others, as well as receive the 
same when offered. Bring healing and wholeness to all of us so that we can 
experience life in all its fullness.  

Amen.  2

We say together the Lord’s Prayer 

All Age Talk 

At this point in our reading from the book of Kings, Solomon is becoming Israel’s 
third king. But let’s take a little trip down memory lane.  

Moses was really the first leader of the Israelites as he led them through the 
wilderness. After him came Joshua and a load of people known as judges – they 
would rule over the different tribes as they settled in the promised land.  

The people then wanted a king. So first came Saul, but he’s considered a mistake by 
God because he got it wrong. Then comes King David, who’s considered the 
greatest king of Israel and praised for the many things he does as leader of Israel. 
Then we arrive at Solomon. 

 Call to Worship wri.en by Tim Baker1

 Opening prayers wri.en by Ramona Samuel2
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After some of these great leaders, Solomon feels the pressure of becoming king and 
so he seeks God. He’s the most powerful person in Israel, but he knows he first 
needs to seek God. So he worships God and God asks him what he should be 
given? 

Solomon prays and asks not for riches or powerful weapons, but he asks for wisdom. 
He wants to know how he should rule the people in the right way. He wants wisdom 
so he knows right from wrong. God was pleased that Solomon asked for wisdom and 
not other things and so Solomon is given the gift of wisdom. 

Solomon went on to be a wise king in many ways – there’s even stories in the bible 
showing how good his wisdom is. And he’s even credited with many of the sayings 
found in Proverbs – a book teaching wisdom. 

Solomon’s story in the bible is an example to us of what we should do whenever we 
have a task before us: we should seek God’s wisdom and guidance. However much 
power we think we have, or whatever our role, we should first seek God.  

The letter to the Ephesians affirms this by saying, ‘Be careful then how you live, not 
as unwise people but as wise.’ Let us seek God’s wisdom and be a wise people.  3

Hymn: 
504 STF – May the mind of Christ my Saviour OR 
77 STF – Give thanks to the Lord, our God and King 

Readings: Ephesians 5:15-20; John 6:51-58 

Hymn: 

55 STF – Immortal, invisible, God only wise OR 
355 STF – Jesus, lover of my soul  

Reflections on the reading 

[Today’s reflection comes from Ali Johnson, the Digital Evangelist at Cliff College. 
You can watch, download and use Ali’s recording of this sermon as The Vine Video 
for today – find the link in your email or search for ‘The Vine Video Ali Johnson’ on 
theworshipcloud.com NB: Ali’s video includes him reading the Psalm for today]. 

In his commentary on Psalms 111 and 112, James Limburg calls them ‘the ABCs of 
theology’ and the ‘ABCs of anthropology’ respectively. The reason for this is that the 
two neighbouring Psalms are twins – each Psalm is divided into 10 verses, but has 
22 lines. They are what are called ‘anachronistic, alphabetic Psalms’. Basically, the 
Hebrew alphabet has 22 letters in it and the Psalm follows through these in the same 
was an A-Z might do in ours.  

 All Age talk wri.en by Gary Hopkins3
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Psalm 111 is mostly about theology, about God. Psalm 112 picks up on the human 
response to God. Themes echo between the two Psalms, and today we are going to 
think a little bit about 111 – but it’s important we understand that these Psalms are 
interconnected and would be read together.  

Reading: Psalm 111. 

It was a while ago that the story of Virgil, from Kentucky, found its way to me. Virgil’s 
story is absolutely incredible for this reason: he is one of the only stories I know of in 
which someone went from being blind, to being able to see. Virgil was born with 
sight, but he caught a disease which led him to lose his sight. He learned to live as a 
blind man, he learned to walk and process the world without vision. Virgil went to 
school and university as a blind man 

When Virgil went away to university, he kept in touch with a girl from his home town, 
by writing letters to her. So, when he was a little bit older, they met again, fell in love, 
and decided they would like to get married. His fiancé asked him, one last time to go 
to a see a doctor before their wedding – because it was her dream that he’d be able 
to see her in her wedding dress. The disease had affected his cataracts and the 
doctor said there was an operation that might be able to fix his sight. So they did the 
operation, and Virgil was able to see. What is incredible about Virgil’s story is the 
way his whole world is transformed: he can see nothing, and then his sight is 
returned! 

Virgil really struggled with seeing things that felt like they ‘jumped out’ at him, and 
became obsessed with bright colours, but felt that most people’s faces were really 
boring, sorry! So they did a test with Virgil, soon after he had regained his sight, 
where he had to look at things and tell you what they were for. And he really 
struggled to do this, but once he could close his eyes and feel them, he knew exactly 
what they were for.  

When we worshipping God, we are taking part in a counter-cultural activity. It is not 
what everyone is doing. It challenges us, when we worship God, to move from the 
internal to the external. We are part of a world that is much bigger than the one that 
we live in – inside our own heads. We go from being blind, to being able to see. We 
realise that we are part of this deep inter-connectedness, that we are connected with 
the whole world. A world is different, once we see Jesus.  

Step back a second, and think about your week. We, typically, spend most of our 
week thinking about our needs: going from A-to-B, doing our job, thinking about 
getting things done, washing our clothes, doing the routines. We seem to go from 
one thing into another. When we worship God, we step back out – we step out of the 
internal, and into the external. We realise the importance of worshipping God. It’s 
amazing when you go online or watch TV adverts, the incredible amount of ‘quick 
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self-help tips’, whether it be fixing hair loss or the ‘quick diet’, the ‘quick way to get 
fit’, or the next phone, or whatever it may be – our whole advertising industry is 
based on the premise that we are waiting for the next thing as quickly as possible. 

I remember, when I was young, the Gameboy Colour had just come out – a small 
handheld gaming device where you could play ‘Pokemon Challenge’, the game of 
the time. Anyone remember that? I used to have a job collecting eggs at a local egg 
farm, and at the end of everyday, when we got paid in a brown envelope, I would put 
my money away and saved, and saved, and saved so I could get this Gameboy 
Colour. I remember, not long after I bought my Gameboy Colour, I played it non-stop 
for six months and then it went a drawer somewhere, and I don’t know what 
happened to it. The next thing came along, we got an Xbox in the house, and I 
moved on. As a society, we love ‘the next thing’, a ‘quick fix’, the easy solution. But 
the question that Psalm 111 asks us is do we understand that we worship a God 
who is much greater, much more compassionate and is part of a bigger, wider world 
view? 

The church can sometimes be presented as another one of those self-help adverts. 
It can sometimes feel like this ‘exchange’, where we turn up, we do our bit, we serve 
the tea, lead worship, play our role…and then when we leave we get the blessing of 
God on the way out of the door, to last us the rest of the week. The church should 
NOT feel like this. Worship should not feel like a transactional exchange. What we 
are missing, when that is all we do, is that God is God. God is sovereign, and God is 
actually the most important thing in our world. The uncomfortable truth for us, in our 
Western society is that God is in control. That worship isn’t a booster or a get-out-of-
jail free card, it’s not a plaster for our problems, but worshipping God will change us 
from the inside. It will transform our worldview as dramatically as the operation did 
for Virgil. 

Psalm 111 has two key questions and two key themes for us to understand. 
The first is who God is. The Psalm tells us who God is: ‘glorious and majestic are 
his deeds…his righteousness endures forever…the Lord is gracious and 
compassionate’. This gives us some deep theological truths about the God we 
worship – it takes us out of our self-centred Western mind-set, into the beautiful 
understanding of who God is. We read about a God who shows love to his people, 
who is involved in their everyday, in the unexpected and the ordinary. I love this! I 
love that this Psalm gives us a deeper understanding of who God is, and this 
invitation to learn more about God.  

The second theme for us, is that this Psalm teaches what God has done for us. In 
Jeremiah 6:16, we read:  

‘This is what the Lord says: “stand at the crossroads and look; ask for the 
ancient paths, ask where the good way is, and walk in it, and you will find rest for 
your souls. But you said, ‘we will not walk in it’.” 

It is just amazing think, that we – like the people of Israel – are constantly invited to 
look back. To stand on the mountain and look back where God has come from. 
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When times are really hard, when times are difficult, let us remember what God has 
done for us.  

There are three important interactions in the Psalm where we are reminded what 
God has done for us. The first is in v 5: ‘he is ever mindful of his covenant’. This is a 
reference to the covenant on Mount Sinai, the covenant that he made with his 
people. The second is in v 6: ‘Giving the heritage of the nations’. This is a reference 
to the gift of the promised land that God gave his people as a safe space to grow in 
space. And the second half of v 7: ‘All precepts are trustworthy.’ This is reference to 
all the ways that God has fulfilled his prophecies to and for us. 

This Psalm is beautiful, because it reminds us who God is, and it reminds us what 
God has done for us. Let us be clear, that God is in control, and we need to see this 
worship here today as an opportunity to centre ourselves, to remind ourselves that 
we worship something much greater than us.  

This worship is not a transactional exchange. This day, as you worship, I encourage 
you to pray that you will be raw – like Virgil. Pray for your eyes to be opened, and 
even as you accept that each day will be a struggle as you come to grips with how 
this world looks and works with this new vision, it will be bright, and clear, and 
beautiful. It won’t be straightforward, and it won’t always be easy, but we need to 
open our eyes and we need to take one step at a time, to find out more about who 
God is and what our God has done for us, his people. 

I hope today is a blessed day for you. Thank you.  4

Hymn: 
78 STF – Give thanks with a grateful heart OR 
500 STF – Happy are they who find the grace 

Prayers of intercession 

Lord God, we thank you for the opportunity to encounter you in the words of Psalm 
111, in the reflections of others, and in our own hearts and minds. As we come 
together in worship, we pray for a better, safer, fairer world. 

We pause, today, to hold in mind all who are suffering and in pain today – all who we 
are worried about and who we wish to bring into the light and love of the Lord this 
day. 

[Pause]. 

Lord, you know our pain, and you know the challenges faced by those on our hearts. 
You know the sorrow of grief and isolation and illness and tiredness and breakdown 
and meaninglessness. You know the sorrow that weighs heavily on our shoulders. 

 ReflecAon taken from The Vine Video for 15th August 2021 – Ali Johnson4
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This day, as we pray, help us to know how to become an answer for prayer for those 
most in need around us, and in our world. 
Show me what is mine to do, we pray, dear Lord. 

And so, too, we pray for our world. Knowing there are so many ‘big’ issues that seem 
beyond us which challenge and trouble us.  
God who moves in ways we cannot understand, come amongst the conflicts, the 
poverty, the injustice, the abuse of power. Come amongst the climate crisis, the 
refugee camps, the rough-sleepers, the burnt-out. 

Come, Holy God, by your grace. 

Amen.  5

We will now take up the offering. 

Blessing the offering 

Gracious God, we bring you all that we have and are. As we commend to you these 
gifts, we also offer you our whole lives – use us to see your will be done, your 
kingdom come,  

In Jesus’ name 

Amen.  6

Hymn: 
545 STF – Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart OR 
415 STF – The Church of Christ in every age 
 

Blessing 

Lord of all hopefulness,  
Lord of all joy, 
Lord of all we have and are, 
Inspire us by your Spirit to be a part of your mission. 
Amen.7

 Prayers of intercession wri.en by Tim Baker5

 AddiAonal prayers by Tim Baker6

 AddiAonal prayers by Tim Baker7
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