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Order of Service
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Call to worship
Hymn: 
165 STF – Advent candles tell their story OR
174 STF – Light a candle in a darkened place
Opening Prayers
The Lord’s Prayer
All Age Talk
Hymn:
177 STF – Lo, he comes with clouds descending OR
169 STF – Come thou long-expected Jesus
Readings: Jeremiah 33:14-16; 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13; Luke 21:25-36
Reflections on the readings
Hymn:
166 STF – ‘Christmas is coming!’ The Church is glad to sing OR
176 STF – Like a candle flame, flickering small in our darkness 
What am I being called to?
Hymn:
421 STF – Empty, broken, here I stand OR
170 STF – Darkness like a shroud covers the earth 
Intercessions
Offering / collection
Blessing the offering
Hymn:
185 STF – Sing we the King who is coming to reign OR
550 STF – Forth in thy name, O Lord, I go 
Blessing
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Call to worship 

This Sunday of waiting, this Sunday of beginnings 
We are waiting Lord,  
Beginning again our journey with you. 

We are seeking Lord, 
Wanting to know more of you. 
Come amongst us, by your Spirit. 

Amen.1 

Hymn: 
165 STF – Advent candles tell their story OR 
174 STF – Light a candle in a darkened place 

Opening Prayers 

A prayer of adoration 

Praise be to you, O God as we gather to worship you on this Advent Sunday. 

You are beyond time, before time, in every time...and in this moment we praise you. 

You are beyond space, throughout space, in every space...and in this place we 
adore you. 

As this season of expectation begins,  
we catch something of the wonder of your purposes, Creator God, 
we are caught up in the mystery of your love, Jesus Christ, 
we hold our breath as your Holy Spirit moves among us. 

Praise be to you, O God. 

Amen. 

A prayer of thanksgiving 
Advent God, we thank you for being involved in our lives and in our world. 
You formed a people to love you and reveal your love,  
Thank you for your love. 

You spoke your message of peace to us through your prophets. 
Thank you for your peace.  

You didn't give up on us even when we gave up on you, 
Thank you for your hope. 

 Call to Worship wri.en by Tim Baker1
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You called us to follow you into the adventure of the future, 
Thank you for your light.  

Even now you invite us to prepare for more than we can imagine, as we prepare for 
your return,  
Thank you for your glory. 

Thank you, Advent God, for being involved in our lives and in our world. 

Amen. 

A prayer of confession 

As we hold our breath and listen, 

 we hear shouts of hatred – we are sorry, Lord of love, 
 we hear clashing weapons of war - we are sorry, Lord of peace, 
 we hear sighs of despair - we are sorry, Lord of hope, 

As we lose our way on life's journey and stumble into darkness, we are sorry, Lord of 
light, 
As we doubt your purposes and live as though you don't exist, we are sorry, Lord of 
glory. 

From the mess which surrounds us,  
we wake to know your hand on our shoulder,  
your voice in our ear,  
your light in our darkness  
and your forgiving grace for all our sin,  
and we turn to you once more with joy and wonder. 

Thanks be to God.  Amen.  2

We say together the Lord’s Prayer 

All Age Talk 

[For this talk you will need: biscuits/mince pie, wrapping paper and a coat] 

Today is the first Sunday of Advent. This special season is all about getting ready for 
Jesus: it is a time for us as a church, and for each one of us, to spend the next few 
weeks getting ready for the arrival of Jesus.  

So, I wonder, what is your response to this question: “who is Jesus?”  

[Listen to the answers to see who and what Jesus is or means to them] 

 Opening prayers wri.en by Tim Annan-Hood2
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Lots of us have different angles on the Jesus story, but at least one answer we can 
give, as Christians, is that we see Jesus as the Son of God, the Saviour of the world. 

Now, I need three volunteers who are each willing to hold something for me. Who 
wants to join me at the front? [invite them to the front alongside you]: 

1. To my first volunteer I am going to give you this coat [give them the coat]
2. To my second volunteer I am going to give you the mince pies/biscuits [give

them the treats] 
3. To my third volunteer I am going to give you this wrapping paper [as above,

give them the paper]. 

Now I have given out these three items because they all have a link to them but I 
wonder if you all can guess what the link is… 

[Give people a moment to guess, but don’t give it away, even if they guess correctly]. 

Now, to volunteer one, I gave you a coat so you can ‘be ready’ for the cold nights 
and the snow we hope will fall on Christmas day (unless we are due to travel that 
day, of course!) 
Now, volunteer 2, I have you the mince pies/ biscuits so that you can ‘be ready’ when 
someone comes round for a chat or you come to a bring-and-share event at church 
in the next few days. 
Now volunteer 3, I gave you wrapping paper so you can ‘be ready’ to wrap up the 
presents that we will give away this Christmas time.  

Now, can anyone tell me what the link was between, the coat, mince pies/biscuits 
and wrapping paper? 

[Give people time to guess, or guess again… See who gets it right this time!] 

The link was the invitation to ‘Be Ready’. 

The Bible speaks about being ready to meet our King, that is Jesus.  

As we begin this Advent season waiting for God’s arrival, rather than worrying about 
whether we ready for Christmas or not, let us think more about that baby that arrived 
in the manger. Can we ‘Be Ready’ to meet our Lord and saviour this Christmas 
season anew and afresh? 

I wonder what are the things you need to do this Christmas to ‘Be ready’ to meet 
Jesus? 

Let us pray: Heavenly Father, we thank you for your gift Jesus. We thank you that as 
we embark on the start of advent that we can meet you again. Show us your love 
this Advent season we pray.  
Amen.  3

 All Age Talk wri.en by Ma.hew Forsyth3
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Hymn: 
177 STF – Lo, he comes with clouds descending OR 
169 STF – Come thou long-expected Jesus 

Readings: Jeremiah 33:14-16; 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13; Luke 21:25-36 

Reflections on the reading 

When my sister and I were young children we were not always saintly! In particular, 
when guests were expected at the house for a meal – something our mother was 
always nervous about – we would stand by the front room window looking out and 
then shout loudly, ‘They’re here!’ – even though they weren’t… 

This inevitably led to great panic in the kitchen and our parents would rush to the 
front door, frantically taking off aprons and tidying themselves up – to find no visitors’ 
car in the drive. I suppose there must have been recriminations for us at that point – 
but I am embarrassed to report that we kept on doing it and, remarkably, we were 
usually believed! 

Looking back now, I wonder if my mother’s emotions on those days when visitors 
were expected have some parallels with the emotions of a waiting church as Advent 
begins, or indeed of a world anticipating some sort of arrival, some sort of grand 
finale. 

My parents wanted the guests to come – of course they did, they had invited them, 
they loved them, they were anticipating sharing good times together with them… but 
what if the potatoes were not properly cooked, the table not correctly laid, the soup 
not heated through, what if the runner beans were stringy?! Perhaps those sorts of 
things mattered more in the 1960s?  

What, in short, if the preparations had not been made with enough care and attention 
– or were the wrong preparations; what if the visitor had become a vegetarian?!

Do we identify at all with that, as followers of Jesus, as a congregation, on Advent 
Sunday? 

There are other scenarios in which we might feel that same mixture of longing and 
dread – the first date with a new ‘significant other’; a debut on stage or in a new role 
– desperately hoping it will be cancelled, whilst at the same time longing for it with all 
our heart; a journey to a new place somewhere in the world which fills us with 
nervous fear as much as with bubbling joy. This is ‘Advent fever’ – this is what we 
feel today.

Today heralds a new liturgical year in our church life, and the start of a season which 
is all about anticipation, preparation and expectation – but which, when we listen 
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carefully to the Bible readings appointed for today, also contains an element of dread 
and anxiety. 

Distress, confusion, people fainting from fear and foreboding… that sounds even 
more serious than undercooked vegetables! The Jewish expectation of a Messiah, a 
Saviour, one who would liberate them from the Romans, liberate them from slavery 
and fear, liberate them from shame, brought with it trembling and terror. What if the 
Messiah came and the people were not ready? 

So it is right that we should ask ourselves the same question today. Are we ready for 
God to come amongst us – whatever that might mean? ‘Be alert at all times’, Jesus 
says, ‘Be on your guard… so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation 
and drunkenness’. 

Last year at this time I happened to find myself with the December issue of the 
magazine ‘Cosmopolitan’ in my hands. It was quite an education! The editorial began 
by giving advice about preparing for Christmas with the words, ‘As the year reaches 
its alcohol-saturated finale…’ My heart wept. That Christmas, that the incarnation of 
Jesus, that the coming of God amongst humanity in peace and poverty, humility and 
grace should be described as the ‘alcohol-saturated finale’ of the year grieved me 
deeply, but for many that is what it is. 

Lest we should feel smug about our lack of dissipation and drunkenness, however, 
let’s not miss the final words of that verse, v34; ‘Be on your guard… so that your 
hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of 
this life’. For many people, the season of Advent with Christmas to follow is a season 
of stress, anxiety and worry. The need to spend, the need to shop, the need to cook, 
perhaps above all the need to be nice to family members you only see once a year 
for a very good reason… all these factors contribute to Christmas being regarded as 
one of the most stressful experiences of life! So let us take comfort and courage from 
these words; the worries of this life are not intended to blunt our senses, and we, as 
a Christian church, have the most wonderful opportunity in these coming weeks to 
be counter-cultural and to demonstrate what an Alert-Advent could look like. 

For Advent is not really about buying presents and rehearsing carols, or even about 
opening cardboard doors on a calendar and decorating the house with purple (as is 
my wont)… ultimately Advent is about preparing ourselves to ‘stand before the Son 
of Man’. Wow! 

Such scenarios of drunken dissipation or terminal worrying strike a stark contrast 
with the image Jesus conjures up in these verses from Luke. Here Jesus invites us 
to be a people on the starting blocks, ears, eyes, hearts and minds open to the signs 
of the times, listening for the whispers of arrival, of judgement yes, but also of 
harvest and of fulfilment. 

For this warning bugle cry which we hear in the words of Jesus is woven together 
with a counterpoint melody, a sweeter tone, a different note. This is the note of glad 
anticipation; ‘Stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing 
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near’. The coming of the Son of Man – although it might be terrifying on one level – 
is also exactly what our hearts long for most of all. 

Jeremiah – often known as the prophet of doom – in these particular verses also 
sounds a note of hope and joyful expectation; ‘The days are surely coming, says the 
Lord, when I will fulfil the promise I made… I will cause a righteous Branch to spring 
up… he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land… Judah will be saved 
and Jerusalem will live in safety…’ 

This is not wishful thinking, this is the Advent Hope: 
• The guests will arrive and the meal will be delicious;
• The date will happen, and the romance will blossom;
• The curtain will go up and the performance will be stunning;
• The aeroplane will take off and the trip will be wildly exciting.

The promise of God’s coming to earth in Christ, and of Christ’s return to wind up 
history will be fulfilled and will be the richest-ever feast, the most passionate love 
affair, the perfectly-composed music, the greatest adventure of all time. 

Let’s get ready for that  4

Hymn: 
166 STF – 'Christmas is coming!' The Church is glad to sing OR 
176 STF – Like a candle flame, flickering small in our darkness  

What are you being called to? 
'Are you ready yet?' What if you could never be ready? What if you stopped, took a 
breath, and accepted your own unreadiness. What if, as you took that breath, you 
just waited...? 

Are you ready yet? No, but I am waiting. Here, in Advent, we are waiting. Not 
readying, but waiting. 

We are not waiting for the organised chaos of Christmas lunch, the order of service 
for the 25th of Dec, the 'plan' for the family parties, the ready-ness of the wrapped 
gifts and written cards. Or at least, that is only part of what we are waiting for. 

What we wait for, which requires no readiness, no organisation... what we wait for is 
hope. 

Advent breathes hope, Advent points beyond the struggles of everyday life to a God 
who loved people so much that God became people. It points to a God who gets it, 
who understands us, and still loves us. 

 ReflecBon wri.en by Jill Baker4
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Advent tells us that the future is better, brighter, more hopeful. The future is God. 
Amongst the rushing, the busy, the 'getting ready', Advent whispers “The not yet will 
be worth it.” 
[Short pause] 

Here, at the beginning of Advent, let’s just pause for a moment. At this point, it 
seems appropriate for us to have a brief conversation about what Advent means to 
us. So let’s just spend a few minutes, talking to the people sitting near us: what does 
Advent mean to you? 

[Give time for this to happen, you might then wish to take a few thoughts from 
amongst the congregation]. 

Hymn: 
421 STF – Empty, broken, here I stand OR 
170 STF – Darkness like a shroud covers the earth 

Prayers of intercession 
For our prayers of intercession, we are using Singing the Faith 168: Come, Lord 
Jesus, come. 

[Verses are sung by a group or the congregation with one or more voices offering 
prayers between each verse. The music could continue to be played quietly in the 
background during the spoken prayers]. 

Sing v1. 

Come, Lord Jesus, come. Come, Lord Jesus come. 

Come, Lord Jesus come, to this world of ours. 

We look for your coming, Lord Jesus. Come to a world which worries, worries about 
image, about money, about family, about health, a world which worries about the 
future and has forgotten how to listen for your coming. Come, Lord Jesus, come. 

Sing v 2. 

Lord we need you now. Lord we need you now. 

Lord we need you now in this world of ours. 

We look for your coming, Lord Jesus. Come to a world which needs you, which 
needs the hope and justice, the forgiveness and cleansing which you bring. Come to 
those we know who are in special need today. Come, Lord Jesus, come. 

Sing v3. 

Fill us with your peace; fill us with your peace; 
fill us with your peace in this world of ours. 
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We look for your coming, Lord Jesus. Come to all who long to be filled with peace; 
those who live with conflict, whether in war zones or in the home. Come to those 
whose minds give them no peace, who are anxious, frightened and grieving. Come, 
Lord Jesus, come. 

Sing v 4.  

Touch us with your love; touch us with your love; 
touch us with your love in this world of ours. 

We look for your coming, Lord Jesus. Come to your church throughout the world and 
touch us with your love, that we may be channels of that love to those who are 
alone, those who feel unloved, those who are rejected and despised. Come, Lord 
Jesus, come. 

Sing v 5. 

May we see your light; may we see your light; 
May we see your light in this world of ours. 

We look for your coming, Lord Jesus. Many live in darkness, the darkness of slavery 
and oppression, the darkness of pain and despair, the darkness of famine and need. 

Shine on with the light that can never be overcome by darkness. Come, Lord Jesus, 
come. 

Repeat v 1. 

Come, Lord Jesus, come. Come, Lord Jesus come. 
Come, Lord Jesus come, to this world of ours. 

Amen.5 

We will now take up the offering. 

Blessing the offering 

The anticipation is in the air. 
We are waiting for your coming, Lord Jesus. 
As we wait, we offer up these gifts, as part of our active waiting for you, 
As we prepare a space for the Kingdom to come, 
For justice to be done, 
And for love to reign in our hearts again. 

Amen.6 

 Prayers of intercession wri.en by Jill Baker5

 AddiBonal prayers by Tim Baker6
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Hymn: 
185 STF – Sing we the King who is coming to reign OR 
550 STF – Forth in thy name, O Lord, I go  
 

Blessing 

Go from this place, you people of Advent, 
Go and make space for the God of all grace to be born in your hearts, 
Go and prepare a room for the God of all justice to come into your neighbourhoods. 
Love is here. 
God is here. 
We are ready, we are waiting. 

Amen.7

 AddiBonal prayers by Tim Baker7

 // Advent Sunday C 9
The Vine is compiled and produced by twelvebaskets


	Vine Advent C
	The Vine Advent C

